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Trustworthy: 
ñTrust men and they will be true to you; treat them 
greatly, and they will show themselves great.ò 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

100 YEARS OF 

SCOUTING 
Celebrating the Adventure 

Continuing the Journey 

 
In February 2010, the Boy Scouts of America will 

celebrate 100 years as an organization. Founded as an outlet to 
prepare every eligible youth in America to become a participating 
citizen and leader, BSA has more than fulfilled its mission. 

 
View promotions and activities BSA is planning. 

 

 

February is Black History Month 

 
Greater Yosemite Council, BSA 

4031 Technology Dr.  
Modesto, CA 95356  

209-545-6320  
209-545-6321 Fax 

 
Council President  

 Rand Tolboe  
Council Commissioner 

Roger Gray 
Scout Executive 

 Robert Dees  
eNews! Editor  

Michael Foster 

 
Districts:  
 
Big Valley  
District Executive: Rex Starr 
District News  
 
Chief Tenaya  
District Director: Bill Heneks 
District News  
 
Chief Tenaya North  
District Executive: Luis Jimenez 
District News  
 
El Capitan  
District Executive: Matt Warner 
District News  
 
Forty-Niner  
Senior District Executive: Stephen Olson 
District News  
 
Waukeen  
Senior District Executive: Stephen Olson 
District Executive: Michael Foster 
District News  
 
Wawona  
District Executive: Adan Barajas 
District News

http://www.yosemitescouting.org/
http://www.scouting.org/100years/
mailto:rstarr@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/bigvalley
mailto:bheneks@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/chieftenaya
mailto:ljimenez@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/chieftenaya
mailto:mwarner@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/elcapitan
mailto:solson@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/fortyniner
mailto:solson@bsamail.org
mailto:mfoster@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/waukeen
mailto:abarajas@bsamail.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/districts/wawona


 2 

Council Sees 1.3% Membership 

In crease!  

 
 The Greater Yosemite Council went over its membership goal by 132 

youth to end the year with a traditional membership number of 10191 youth. 

The growth in our council keeps our council among the elite in the nation in 

terms of membership growth when you factor in our growth from 2007-2008, 

when we were 2
nd

 in the nation among councils our size or bigger. 

 

Congratulations to all the Volunteers and Support Staff who helped to 

make the Greater Yosemite Council one of the premier scouting councils in the nation.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Schedule Friends of Scouting 

Presentations   

 
As the end of another year approaches, now is the time to 
beginning planning for next year. This includes your Unitôs 
Friends of Scouting (FOS) presentation.  
 
Start by planning with your unit committee for a suitable date. 
The ideal time is in January, with the latest being in February.  
 
Then, contact your District Executive to set up the presentation. The presentation will be 
made by either the DE, or another volunteer leader. You can even volunteer to give the 
presentation, as the DE will provide all the necessary materials. 
 
Then: PROMOTE! Do all you can to ensure that all the parents will be at the presentation, 
the more people that attend means achieving your unitôs goal is that much easier. 
 
Scouting needs your help and donations. FOS helps fund counsel and district activities as 
well as support staff. Without your continued support Scouting cannot function. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Tour Permits Can Be Submitted Online and Approved 

Online  

 
Tour Permits are now able to be submitted online!  For processing a tour 

permit, please log on to www.myscouting.org.  The first tour permit you fill 

out will take a few minutes to fill in the necessary information.  However, 

after you have saved the necessary information it will be saved for further 

tour permits.   

Tour Permit Instructions  

MyScouting Tour Permit Information 

Note: To complete a Tour Permit, one registered adult leader must have 

completed Hazardous Weather Training. 

Note: accident insurance is provided by Greater Yosemite Council for all currently 

chartered units and registered youth. 

http://www.myscouting.org/
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/TourPermitsInstructions.pdf
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/Tour%20Permits%20and%20MyScouting.pdf
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Camp Mensinger is Taking Sign Ups for the 2009 

Season  

 
Prices for the 2009 Season have been set.  

Save money by registering before April 4th, 2009. 
 

Check out the NEW Camp Promotion Video 
 

For more information contact Robin Wilson at the Modesto Service Center (209) 
545-6320 

-Or- 
You can use the registration form available in the Leaders Guide and send it into the Council 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Can you help the Mensi nger Biking 

Program?  

As a part of the Camp Mensinger High Adventure Program we are able to offer 
mountain biking.  Bicycles, like cars, require maintenance on a regular basis.   
 
Listed below is a list of items needed to keep our bikes operational: 
1 work stand 
1 truing stand 
1 essential tool kit 
2 chain cleaners 
2 multi-tool sets 
1 floor pump 
4 sets of tire levers 
2 frame mounted tire pumps 
18 seats 
4 seat wedges 
12 26ò mountain bike tires 
24 tubes 
24 power links 
48 brake shoes 
Chain lube 
Chain cleaner 
 
If you or your organization is able to help with any or all of the above or you have questions 
please contact Bill Heneks at (209) 545-6320 or e-mail at bill.heneks@scouting.org 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

MENSINGER IS NOW HIRING!  

 
Contact Mike Foster at 209 472-9960 for information. 
Ages 14-15 for Councilor in Training ï Volunteer Position 
Ages 16+ for Paid Positions 
In Need of Age 21+. 

Staff Application 

http://www.vimeo.com/2333159
http://www.bsa-gyc.org/sections/Camping/mensinger
mailto:bill.heneks@scouting.org
http://www.yosemitescouting.com/files/mesn%20staff%20app%202009.pdf
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Mensinger Adventure Troops Now Taking 

Sign Ups  

A Brand New Opportunity at Mensinger for youth whose units do not visit Mensinger or youth 
who want to visit Mensinger again. 

Does your son sonly spend one week over the summer camping? Does his unit leader only 
have the time available for one week of summer camp? Does he spend the remainder of the 

summer sitting around doing nothing? GIVE HIM AN ADVENTURE! 

The Adventure Troop program allows youth to attend Mensinger with a troop 
composed of youth from all over the council led by a Council appointed Scoutmaster, 
Assistant Scoutmaster, and a Senior Patrol leader fresh from NYLT training. 

If this is the youthôs second trip to Mensinger, he will get to attend at a discounted 
rate! 

The council wants to present the Adventure Troop to your local unit. To schedule a 
presentation contact your local District Executive or the gentlemen listed below. 

For More information contact Mike Foster at (209) 472-9960 or Rich Good at (209) 
545-6320. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Exciting Woodbadge Training provided by our council! 
Happening April 24-26, 2009 and May 8-10, 2009. 

Sign up before all spots are taken! 
 

Become the best leader you can be with this terrific training opportunity. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Northern California Commissi oner College  

 
February 28th, 2009 

Palo Alto High School 
50 Embarcadero Rd.  
Palo Alto, CA 94301 

 
Web Site and Registration Information

http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/Woodbadge%202009.pdf
http://norcalcommissioner.org/CommCollege/index.html
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Sign up for National Youth Leadership 

Training (NY LT)  

Brownsea-National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) The course is 
in its third year, the staff is experienced, and there is a lot of enthusiasm 
from the participants with this youth leadership training. Scouting 
recognizes that Scoutmasters have the primary responsibility for training 
their youth leaders. The purpose of NYLT is not to assume that role, but 
rather to support it. NYLT features instruction in skills that can be used at 
home, at school, on the job, and, in particular, at the Scout unit level. 
Through activities, events, games, and adventures, NYLT participants will 

work hard and play hard together as they put into action the best Scouting has to offer. The 
course is limited to 48 Scouts so apply early. 

Flyer 
Youth Application 

Youth-Adult Staff Application 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NORTHERN TIER NATIONAL HIGH ADVENTURE 

2009 CANOE TRIP DATES AVAILABLE  

Northern Tier is the BSAôs premiere wilderness canoe 
camping high adventure program.  We feature canoe trips 
in the north woods of Minnesota, northwest Ontario, and 
northeast Manitoba. 
Opportunity for a wilderness canoeing trek is still available 
for the 2009 summer season.  Although summer is still 
months away, time to plan your summer activities is now!   
You too can have an adventure this year. 
Northern Tier offers 6 to 10 day canoe trips with a full 
outfitting package that includes canoes, paddles, pfd, 
tents, food, emergency radio/satellite phone and other 
camping gear.  A trained staff member also accompanies 
the crew for the entire trek to advise crew members on 
canoe skills, use of the gear, wilderness safety, and 
Leave No Trace principals.  According to Andre Nguyen, who attended in 2008, ñYou 
finish the trip a lot stronger than how you started it, and thatôs one of the best feelings in 
the world.ò 
In 2008, our crews reported a great summer of fishing.  The lakes are teaming with 
walleye, pike, small mouth bass, and lake trout.  Many of our crews schedule a day to 
explore a remote lake and devote it to catching the trophy fish of the summer.  You may 
also encounter moose, bear, deer, beaver, fox, otter, and bald eagles in this pristine 
wilderness.  Curtis Swisher says it best, ñThe natural beauty of the north woods lake 
country cannot be described.  It must be experienced.ò   
Register today for this summerôs adventure by calling: (218) 365-4811 
For more information about Northern Tier visit our website at www.ntier.org. 
We will see you this summer in the north woods. 

 

http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/NYLT%20flyer%202009.doc
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/NYLT-Participant-Application%202009.doc
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/NYLT-%20Youth-Adult%20Staff%20Application%202009.doc
http://www.ntier.org/
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The 2010 National Scout Jamboree will mark the 100th 
anniversary of Boy Scouts of America. It will be held July 26th 

to August 4th, 2010 in Caroline County, Virginia. 
 

Greater Yosemite Council plans to send a contingent of six 
troops to the National Jamboree. This will allow 216 boys and 
24 adult leaders the opportunity to experience the event of a 

lifetime! 
 

There are still 100+ openings! 

 
Jamboree participants will tour many historic sites before and 
after the Jamboree. Scouts will leave Modesto July 20th and 

return August 7th, 2010. (Dates approximate pending final tour plans.) 

 
Click Here for More Information! 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

OA News and 

events  

 
OA Klondike 

 February 13th -15th at Pinecrest. Information 
OA Spring Ordeal 

 May 29th -31st at Camp John Mensinger 
 

National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) 

 August 1st ï 6th, 2009, at Indiana University. Flyer  
 
For more Order of the Arrow Information, Check out the OA section of the Greater Yosemite 

Council Web Site. 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Offices Closed  

The Modesto and Stockton Offices will be closed the following dates: 
 

February 16th, 2009 

Both Offices ï All Day. Presidentsô Day. 

http://www.yosemitejamboree.org/
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/OrderoftheArrow
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/files/NOAC%202009%20Ad.doc
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/OrderoftheArrow
http://www.yosemitescouting.org/sections/OrderoftheArrow
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Anita Seitz 
August 17, 1961 ï December 23, 2008 

 
Anita Marie LaMon Seitz, age 47, passed away at Stanford Medical Center on December 23, 
2008 after a brief illness. She is survived by her husband Bernie Seitz, son Hayden and 
daughter Deanna. Also surviving Anita is her brother Brent LaMon (Madeleine) and their 
children Shelley and Miles, as well as numerous cousins and close friends. Anita was 
preceded in death by her father William LaMon, mother Jean LaMon and sister Cathie LaMon. 
Anita is remembered for her laughter, her smile and her joy for life. 
She was an active volunteer, serving as President of Peterson PTC, First Vice President of 
Merced High School Band Marching 100, Den Mom for Cub Scout Troop 96, Treasurer for the 
Boy Scout Troop 88, Assistant Leader for Girl Scout Troop 3002, Twister Volleyball Mom, 
Cruickshank PTSC member and Band Booster, and Girl Scout Muir Trail Camp team member. 

She did all her volunteer efforts with a smile, ready to help where needed. 
ñDragonfly,ò as her Girl Scout friends knew her, loved being a wife and mother, spending time at her cabin at 
Pinecrest Lake with friends and family, practicing yoga, enjoying the plays at the Sierra Repertory Theater, 
listening to music and taking care of her animals. 
Anita graduated from Sacramento State University with a Bachelors Degree in Business, worked for 
Progressive Insurance Company in Rancho Cordova, and then turned her energy to being a loving wife to 
Bernie and devoted mother to Hayden and Deanna. 
A memorial service to celebrate the life of Anita Seitz was held at the United Methodist Church of Merced, 899 
Yosemite Pkwy, Merced, CA 95340, on Friday January 2, 2009. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions to the 
Cruickshank Middle School Band, or Merced Marching 100 Band, or SPCA of Merced would be appreciated. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

California Capital March!   

Saturday October 24th, 2009 
 
Join Scouts from around California for a march from Raley Field to 
the California State Capitol to kick off Scoutingôs 100th anniversary 
celebrations and deliver the California Scout Report to Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

 
Flyer 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Down and Derby DVDs for Sale  

 
A Scouters Dream DVD on sale at your local council offices for only 

$12 
 

Makes a great gift! 
 

For more information contact either the Modesto Service Center at 
209-545-6320 or the Stockton Service Center at 209-472-6690 

 
Down and Derby Official Website

http://www.gec-bsa.org/fs/page/001154/californiacapitolmarch.pdf
Down%20and%20Derby%20Official%20Website

